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Dear Parents and Guardians,
This summer Ferrell Girls Preparatory Academy (GPA) encourages students to continue
reading. Research shows that children who do not read during the summer may lose a month
or more of reading progress. Help us ensure this does not occur by supporting our Summer
Reading Program.
We ask all students to read two novels this summer and complete an assignment for each
book. One book is pre-selected by grade level and the other is student choice.

Seventh

graders are required to read Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry. This is a book about Kira, an orphan,
who faces a frightening, uncertain future. Blessed with an almost magical talent that keeps her
alive, she struggles with ever broadening responsibilities in her quest for truth, discovering things
that will change her life forever.

Students can choose the second novel from any of the

suggested grade-level reading lists, like the Sunshine State Young Reader’s Master List of Titles or
the Just Read Family Reading List 2018. Access to this book and many more can be obtained:


For free under Axis 360 at the Hillsborough Public Library website (www.hcplc.org/)



At your local book store
Attached are detailed instructions to help your child complete the GPA Summer Reading

Project. Both assignments must be written neatly in pencil, blue, or back ink or typed in a size12
font which can be easily read.

Assignments are due on Friday, August 17, 2018, to your

homeroom teacher.
We are excited about our Summer Reading Project and thank you in advance for your
support. If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact us at (813) 276-5608.
Educationally yours,

Girls Preparatory Academy Literacy Team
PS- Check out the plethora of activities offered in our county and through the Just Read, Families website to find more ways to
encourage literacy skills.

Girls Preparatory Academy
Ferrell Middle Magnet School

7th Grade Summer Reading Program
Students are expected to read 2 novels over the summer:



Novel 1: Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry
Novel 2: Student choice from the attached list or the Library Media Services
Suggested Summer Reading.

Assignment for Novel #1
Creed Connections with Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry

Directions:
1. Read Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry.

2. Complete the attached GPA Assignment:
 Choose two lines or two attributes from GPA’s Creed that Kira demonstrates in the
story.
 Give a brief explanation of how Kira demonstrates those lines by finding text
evidence to support your claim.

Assignment for Novel #2:
Book Summary Form for a student selected book from the Sunshine State Young,
Reader’s List or the Library Media Services Suggested Summer Reading.

Directions:
1. Select and read one novel from the 6-8 Sunshine State Young Reader Award
or Library Media Service Suggested Summer Reading Lists.

2. Complete the attached book summary form.

GPA Summer Reading Project Assignment #1
Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry

Student Name:
Directions:
1. Read Gathering Blue by
Lois Lowry.
2. Read the CREED in the
picture to the right.
3. For Part II, choose two lines or
two attributes in the CREED
that Kira best demonstrates
in the story. Be able to
explain why and how she
represents those two lines.
4. Support your answer with text
evidence.
CREED CONNECTIONS

First Chosen Line or Attribute from the CREED:
How does Kira represent this line? Support your answer with text evidence.

Second Chosen Line or Attribute from the CREED:

How does Kira represent this line? Support your answer with text evidence.

GPA Summer Reading Project Assignment #2: Student Choice of Novel
Directions: Choose a grade appropriate book from one of the lists and read it. Follow the directions for

the different parts to complete the book summary below.

Student Name:
Title:

PART II: CHARACTERIZATION. Use 5 adjectives to
describe the main character’s appearance,
personality and physical attributes.

Author:
Main Character:
PART 1. PLOT SUMMARY. Write a brief (4-6
sentences) plot summary. In chronological order
of events explain what happened (PLOT) in the
story. Your plot summary should include the main
actions of the story and information about the
setting, theme and characters.

PART III. COMPARISON. Compare and contrast
the main character to yourself.

Alike

Not Alike

PART IV. RECOMMENDATION. Would you
recommend this book? In this box, explain why
or why not.

